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Our	reading	period	is	now	open		

(March	2015)		

for	new	Irish	writing.		

	

For	Issue	5		

(due	to	be	published	in	June	2015)		

we	are	seeking	flash	fiction,	short	stories	

and	memoir	(3000	words	max.)		

	

Guidelines	are	at	

theincubatorjournal.com	

	

Follow	on	twitter	@incubatorthe	

	

Please	send	any	reviews	or	queries	to	

editor.theincubator@gmail.com	
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know	polar	bears	even	ate	people.!T$<D!"#$4!9*1&!0$66!9+!b!!*66!"#$!"%1$:	Just	shows,	you	

should	probably	stay	in	the	safety	of	New	York	city,	where	you	might	get	murdered	but	at	

least	it’s	with	some	dignity.!Z"#$,.!1(1)6$!%&!"#*"!R&+0%&7!"+&$D!"#*"!4+(!&$8$,!R&+0!"#$!

"%1$!&+,!"#$!#+(,:!Poor	man…	his	poor,	nebekh	wife.	How	is	she	now?	Does	she	have	other	

family?	Did	they	prosecute	the	polar	bear?	!
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And	you,	my	beautiful	daughter,!
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Please,	never	once,	should	you	feel	that	I	do	not	love	you.	The	truth	is	so	far	from	that.	I	have	

given	you	everything	that	I	can.	I	know	that	is	not	close	to	being	enough.!I	can	see	now	

though,	that	my	actions	will	not	last.	Away,	like	clouds	they	will	blow	until	all	that	is	left	of	

me	is	you.	Try	to	understand	that	it	is	this	comfort	that	allows	me	to	pass.!

I	will	always	be	thankful	for	the	unmistakeable	effect	you	have	left	on	my	life.	Without	you,	

my	love,	I	fear	that	I	would	have	written	this	letter	long	before	now.!

	X!
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Young	girls	toss	iron	curtains	of	ebony	hair,	

shared	tribal	head-dress:	Tiger	sucklings,	
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they	perch	on	the	heights	

of	borrowed	triumph:	Prada,	Miu	Miu,	Louboutin.	
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#*.!%".!+0&!(&9$,."*"$9!1(.%':!!

P+0$8$,D!#$,!$22$'"%8$!.%1<6%'%"4!%.!*,7(*)64 !)$."!9%.<6*4$9!%&!Ô$0.<*<$,!H"+,4]D!0#$,$%&!

"#$!<+$"!$c*1%&$.!*!.<*'$!)$"0$$&!)%,"#!*&9!9$*"#D!*&!%&&+'$&"!1+1$&"!)$2+,$!2%&*&'$!!

!



!
!

! %..($!/!
!

!

*&9!<+6%"%'.!s!%&!"#%.!.<*'$!"#$!'#%69!<+$"!%.!*&!(&2%&%.#$9!',+..0+,9\!"#$!%1*7$,4!%.!)6*'R!

*&9!0#%"$k!the	chequered	raft!+&!the	mottled	shore:!P$,!1+"#$,!'(".!#$,!#*%,!+&"+!*!.<6*4$9!

&$0.<*<$,\!#$,$!"#$!6+'R.!+2!*!4+(&7!7%,6!*,$!&+"!*&!$)+&4!'(,"*%&:	

my	hair,	it	falls	in	black	half	moons	

like	currachs	on	the	fragile	paper	sea.	

3&!̂Y(&R%$]D!;*,,!0%.#$.!.#$!#*9!)$$&!,*%.$9	a	gypsyD!"$66%&7!(.D!%&!*!.+2"$,!1*&&$,!"#*&!

Q*,R%&D!"#*"!.#$!)6*1$.!"#$!<*,$&"..	J+..$..%+&.!#*8$!)$'+1$! +(,!'#(,'#D!+(,!#+1$D!+(,!

<+0$,:!H#$!.*4.k!Don’t	judge	me,	I	wasn’t	born	this	way.	

J$,#*<.!;*,, ].!"#$1$.!*,$!),+*9$,!"#*&! <+."!)++1! 9$.<*%,:!J$,#*<.!"#$4!*,$k!%&&+'$&'$ D!

2$*,!*&9!%&>(."%'$:!H#$!9+$.!&+"!.$$1!"+!0*&"!"+!,$"(,&!"+!*!.+b'*66$9!.%1<6$,!"%1$D!)("!

%&."$*9!.#$!*.R.k!V#*"!%2D!%&!"#$!2%,."!%&."*&'$D!0$!0$ ,$!&$8$,!"*(7#"!"+!)$'+1$!'+&.(1$,.g! !!

=#$,$!*,$!*6.+!."*&9*6+&$!<+$1.!.('#!*.!^E$9(.*]D!0#+!.<$*R.!"+!"#$!,$*9$,!*2"$,!.#$!%.!

,*<$9!)4!J+.$%9+&\!*&9!^W()4!C,%97$.!S+$.!"+!H'#++6]D!*)+("!"#$!9$b.$7,$7*"%+&!+&!.'#++6.!

%&!"#$![H!%&!FBGMD!0#$&!*!)6*'R!'#%69!$&"$,$9!*!0#%"$!.'#++6!2+,!"#$!2%,."!"%1$:!C+"#!"+<%'.!

,$.(6"!%&!<+$1.!"#*"!*,$!<+%7&*&"64!"$&9$,:!!

T+(!0%66!2%&9!%&!"#%.!'+66$'"%+&D!",$$.!"#*"!7+..%<D!7,+(&9!"#*"!.#*R$.\!4+(!0%66!2$$6!"#$!black	

earth’s	chill	ooze	between	your	toes:!T+(!0%66!7+!*0*4!0%"#!"#$!.$&.$!"#*"!0#%6$!&*"(,$!%.!

2,$$!s!"#*"!0#%6$!,$"(,&%&7!"+!"#$!9%,"!'*&!)$!*!'+12+," !s!&+"#%&7!%.!'+&.%."$&"\!"#*"!"#$!

$*,"#!%.!',($6!%&!*.!1*&4!0*4.!*.!%"!'*&!)$:!

Z2!'+(,.$!0%"#!*!"%"6$!6%R$!P+0!"+!Q+.$!T+(!P+1$!U!H*8$!T+(,!Q%2$D!"#$,$!#*.!"+!)$!*!

<,+1%.%&7!,$*6%.*"%+&\!*!&$0!R&+06$97$!+2!.$62!*&9!.+'%$"4:!N+,!;*,,!"#$!+("6++R!%.!7++9!*.!

.#$!,$'$%8$.!0$66b9$.$,8$9!*""$&"%+&!2+,!#$,!9$)("!*&9!"*R$.!(<!*!&$0!<+."!%&!"#$!3,%.#!

V,%"$,.]!;$&",$!%&!L()6%&D!0#$,$!.#$!+&'$!"++R!',$*"%8$!0,%"%&7!'6*..$.!)*'R!%&!KMMA:!5.!2+,!

#$,!<+$1.D!"#$4!*,$!'$,"*%&64!&+"!#+<$6$..!*&9!+&'$!#$*,9!0%66!&+"!)$!$*.%64!2+,7+""$&:!

!

P+0!"+!Q+.$!T+(,!P+1$!U!H*8$!T+(,!Q%2$!%.!<()6%.#$9!)4!C,*9.#*0!C++R.!

!
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poems  
!
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Emma McKervey  

 

Chopping Wood  

 
 
!

=#$,$!%.!*!,#4"#1%'!.+(&9!$.'*<$9!2,+1!'#%69#++9!)++R!

Y*,,%&7!*&9!(&&*"(,*6!%&!"#$!1*7&+6%*!8*'((1!+2!.()(,)%*!

=#$!V++9'(""$,D!.0$*"4!),+0$9!*&9!.#%,"6$..D!.4."$1*"%'*664!.0%&7.!#%.!*c$!

N,*'"(,%&7!"#$!6+7.!0%"#!<+0$,2(6!7+69$&!*,'.:!

C$4+&9!"#$!)+(&9*,4!+2!)*'R4*,9!2$&'$!"#$!V%690++9.!$&',+*'#!

!!

3!8%$0!#%1!2,+1!14!0%&9+0D!"#$!)$9!1+,$!"#*&!<*,"%*664!.",%<<$9D!

!N$*"#$,!9(8$"!6$2"!#*&7%&7!2,+1!<+<<$9!'+8$,!%&!7%))+(.!$'6%<.$D!

V#%6."!."*&9%&7!9%.7(%.$9!%&!"#$!'(,"*%&].!.#*9$!3!#+<$!"+!,$1*%&!(&.$$&\!

3!0*"'#!"#$!0+68$.!*&9!6+."!'#%69,$&!9,*0%&7!'6+.$!%&!"#$!",$$.D!

V*%"%&7!*.!"#$!)*6*&'$!.#%2".!2,+1!#$0&!"+!'6+8$&!0%"#!$8$,4!)6+0:!

!!

V%"#!$*'#!.$8$,$9!)6+'R!."*'R$9!"#$!2+,$."!,$'$9$.!

=#$!',$*"(,$.!*&9!"#$!'#*&7$6%&7.!*,$!7+&$!

5"!&%7#"!#%.!.#*9+0!<6*4.!+&!9,*0&!)6%&9.!

J,+>$'"$9!)4!"#$!"0%"'#%&7!76+0!+2!"$6$8%.%+&!.',$$&:!
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Dave McGinn  

 

Canal Water  

!

!

566!"#*"!3!0*&"!%.!"#$!0*"$, ~ '*&*6!0*"$,~ !

.6+064!26+0%&7!<*."!14!0*%.":!=+!2$$6!"#$!'+69!.#+'R!14!.R%&\!

"#$&!"#$!.1++"#D!.6%14!,+'R.!)$&$*"#!14!)*,$!2$$":!

!

!

566!"#*"!3!0*&"!%.!"+!26+*"D!

%&!*!)+*"!1*9$!+2!0++9!+2!.+1$!.+,":!=+!",*%6!14!#*&9!%&!"#$!'++6D!'*61!0*"$,.D!

7,*.<%&7!*"!,%8$,!,$$9.!*.!3!<*..:!

!

!

566!"#*"!3!0*&"!%.!*!0%&9+0D!!

*&9!"#$!$*,64!.(&!.<,%&R6%&7!9%*1+&9.!+&!"#$!."$*94!.",$*1\!!

9('R.!.%""%&7!'+&"$1<6*"%8$64!+&!"#$!7,$$&!)*&R.\!

*&9!+69!'+(<6$.!0*6R%&7D!#*&9!%&!#*&9:!

!

!

566!"#*"!3!0*&"!%.!*!1+,&%&7D!

*&9!"#$!",*&f(%6!f(%$"!+2!*!.6$$<%&7!'%"4k!$1<"4!,+*9.\!

2*'$6$..!'#%,<%&7!2,+1!.(,,+(&9%&7!",$$.\!

*!.1%6$!*&9!&+9!2,+1!"#$!,*,$!<*..$,b)4:!

!

!

5&9!%&!"#$!.#*9+0!+2!q*8*&*7#D!"#$,$!3]9!.%"~ !

56+&$:!

!
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!

 

James OÕLeary  

 

We meet on Grafton Street  
!

!

*&9!4+(!6++R!9%22$,$&":!

H+!1('#!6%R$!0#+!4+(!)$'*1$!

%&!"#$!4$*,.!!

%&!'%"%$.!

3!+&64!8%.%":!

H(%"!>*'R$"!%&."$*9!+2!6$*"#$,:!

C,%$2!#(7!%&."$*9!+2!'6*1*&"!

2*."$&%&7:!V$!"*6R!!

+2!"#$!&$0!#+(.%&7!',%.%.D!

"#$!4$*,b+69!.(%'%9$D!

"#%&7.!0$!'++R!*"!#+1$D!

<$+<6$!0$!),%&7!#+1$!

!

0#$,$8$,!"#*"!%.!&+0:!
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Brian Gourley  

 

Physics Lesson  

!!
!
!

E,!Q+&7!."*&9.!)$2+,$!(.D!"#$!)+4.!+2!Y?CD!

5&9!9$'6*,$.!"#*"!"#%.!0$$R].!<#4.%'.!6$..+&!.#*66!#$&'$2+,"#!)$!

!!

_Q$*,&%&7!*)+("!"#$!<,+<$,"%$.!+2!$6$'",%'%"4:`!

=#*"!%.!"#$!*%1!2+,!"#%.!1+."!*(.<%'%+(.!9*4!

!!

jAnd	on	a	less	civilised	day,!

You	might	care	to	smirk	and	say,!

	!

That	a	man	with	a	name	to	match	his	height!

Was	born	to	conduct!

	!

Lightning	on	a	stormy	day.	10,000	volts	and	the	hair!

Would	have	indeed	been	rare.m!

!!

C("!S+9!0%66%&7D!E,!Q+&7!%.!2%66%&7!"#$!)6*'R)+*,9!

V%"#!"#$!"#,$*9b0#%"$!+("6%&$.!+2!*!'%,'(%"!)+*,9:!

!!

5&![&9$,7,+(&9!+2!.",*%7#"!6%&$.!

5.!"#$!9$6%)$,*"$64!."(<%9$."!)+4!*.R.!H%,!0#*"!%"!*66!1$*&.D!

!!

_32!4+(!<*4!*""$&"%+&D!"#%.!%.!"#$!*&+9$D!"#%.!%.!"#$!'*"#+9$D!

5&9!4+(!*66!.#+(69!R&+0!"#*"!0++9!

!!

!
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! %..($!/!
!

!

;*&]"!'+&9('"D!)("!1$"*6!*&9!."$$6!can.	T$.D!4$.D!)+4D!

5&4!1$"*6!$6$1$&"!'*&:!!T+(!.#+(69!*66!6+8$!"#$!>+4!

!!

Z2!elec-tric-i-ty,	"#*"!+#b.+!1*,8$66+(.!.",$*1 !

Z2!'+&."*&"64!26+0%&7!$6$'",+&.:!3"!%.!14!*%1!

!!

=+!.#+0!4+(!&+0: !̀P$!26%'R.!*!.0%"'#:!Z&!'+1$.!"#$!6%7#"!

5,$!0$!&+0!"#*"!),%7#"g!
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Jean James  

 

Reeling  

 

=#$!)4,$!%.!.1$*,$9!0%"#!9*,R&$..D!!

%".!1('Rb.'$&"$9!9+%6%$9!26++,!!

2(,,%&7!#%.!)++".:!

P$!<6*'$.!#%.!'#$$R!*7*%&."!"#$!#$%2$,].!26*&RD!

#$,!1%6R4!<%66+0!.1++"#%&7!#%1!

<6('R%&7!"$*".D!

#%.!1%&9!*0*.#!0%"#!"#$!<*.":!

!

5!7%,6!*"!"#$!7*"$D!*!)6+0.4!.(11$,!2,+'RD!

*!<,+1%.$!%&!#$,!$4$.D!

*&9!9*&'%&7D!!

0*%."!*!0%66+0!0*&9D!

0*"'#%&7!"#$!0*4!"#$!6%7#"!

'*"'#$.!#$,!9+0&4!*,1. !

.<%&&%&7!*!,$$6!2,+1!#*&9!"+!#*&9:!

!

5!'+(<6$!#(&'#$9!.%6$&"64!*7*%&."!

"#$!2*9%&7!6%7#"D!.$*"$9!*"!"*)6$D!

#$*9.!)+0$9!%&!7,*'$D!

#%.!'6(1.4!"#(1).!),$*R%&7!),$*9:!

P$,!.#(""$,$9!2*'$D!#$,!,%))+&!),$*"#!

*,+(&9!#%.!&$'R:!

!

5!6%""6$!.(%"'*.$!6$*&%&7!+&!"#$!0*66!

!

!
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!

! %..($!/!
!

!

0#%6$!.#$!(&0,*<.!"#$!0+,9. !

6$""%&7!"#$1!.$""6$!+&!#%.!'#$."D!

"#$!,+(7#!'+%6!+2!"#$1!

0#%<<%&7!#%1D!6$*8%&7!#%1!

.$*,'#%&7!2+,!),$*"#:!

!

P$!.%&7.!<.*61.!2+,!#$,!,$"(,&!!

6%."$&%&7!2+,!#$,!",$*9!

+&!"#$!',$*R4!."*%,D!!

R$$<%&7!#$,!.%9$!0*,1!!

(&9$,!"#$!$%9$,9+0&D!%1*7%&%&7!

#%.!)$*"%&7!#$*,"!

!%&!#$,!+<$&!1+("#:!

!
!
!
!
!
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Thomas McColl  

!

The Gamble Account  

!!

!

V#$&!3!+<$&$9!*!&$0!7*1)6$!*''+(&"!

"+!.(<<6$1$&"!14!'(,,$&"!*''+(&"D!

"#$!)*&R!.$&"!1$!*!9%22$,$&"!R%&9!+2!'*,9!

"+!"#$!(.(*6!<6*."%'!+&$:!

3"!0*.!"#$!N+(,!+2!;6().: !

!!

5"!"#$!&$*,$."!'*.#<+%&"!1*'#%&$D!

3!%&.$,"$9!"#$!'*,9!

*&9D!R$4%&7!%&!14!<$,.+&*6!&(1)$,D!

"#$!u($$&!+2!P$*,".!

*&9!=#,$$!+2!H<*9$.!

'*1$!(<!(<+&!"#$!.',$$&: !

H$8$&"$$&:!

!!

3!"++R!"#$!<,%&"!+("!*&9!0$&"!.",*%7#"!"+!"#$!'*.#%$,].!9$.R:!

3!<6*'$9!14!)$"!s!.%c"4!<+(&9.:!

H(,$64!3]9!0%&!"#%.!"%1$:!

=#$!'*.#%$,!9$*6"!"#$!'*,9.k!

=#$!Y*'R!+2!L%*1+&9.D!

=0+!+2!;6().!*&9!.%c!+2!P$*,".:!

L*1&i!I%7#"$$&:!

!!

^C$""$,!6('R!&$c"!"%1$D!.%,D]!"#$!'*.#%$,!.*%9D!.1%6%&7D!

*.!3!<*%9!%&!.%c"4!<+(&9.!

"+!"#$!&+&b0%"#9,*0*)6$!7*1)6$!*''+(&": !
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Kate Dempsey  

 

Jill Jacks It In  

 

Z&$!+2!"#$.$!9*4.D!3]1!7+%&7!"+!>*'R!%"!*66!%&D!

*&9!)$'+1$!*!1*&: !

3!1$*&D!#+&$."!"+!I+.",$D!%"!#*.!"+!)$!$*.%$,!"#*&!"#%.!

!!

3]66!7$"!.#+,&!"+!*!.#+,"!)*'R!*&9!.%9$.!

*!",%<!"+!"#$!)*,)$,!'+.".!6$..!"#*&!*!"0$&"4D!

6$..!"#*&!*!"$&&$,!

!!

=#$!6%&$.!+&!14!2*'$!

*&9!"#$!7,$4!+&!14!"$1<6$.!

0%66!$&#*&'$!14!6++R.!

!!

3]66!7,+0!2%8$!%&'#$.!(<!*&9!2%8$!%&!

E4!2$$"!0%66!.<,+("!6%R$!'+(,7$""$.!

*&9!3]66!&$8$,!.f($$d$!%&"+!."%6$""+.!*7*%&!

!!

3]66!7,+0!*!<*%,!*&9!6$"!"#$1!9*&76$!

.%"!.<6*4$9b6$77$9!

.',*"'#!*&9!)(,<!"+!+,9$, !

!!

3]66!7+!(&9$,!"#$!R&%2$!2+,!*!1%&+,!6+)+"+14D!

*!9+()6$!1*."$'"+14!1*4!)$!7+%&7!"++!2*,!

)("!3!'*&!)*&9*7$!"#$1!26*"!

!!

3!0%66!&$8$,!'*,,4!*&4+&$].!R$4.D!

<#+&$!*&9!0*66$"!%&!14!#*&9)*7:!
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!

3]66!#*8$!<+'R$".!%&!$8$,4!<%$'$!+2!'6+"#%&7!

!!

3]66!9+!*66!14!.#+<<%&7!%&!#*62!*&!#+(,D!+&'$!*!4$*,!

E4!)%7!#$*9!%&!14!)%7!#*"!

0%66!)$!2(66!+2!)%7!%9$*.!

!!

*&9!3]66!.*4!0#*"!3!"#%&RD!0#$&!3!"#%&R!%"D!+("!6+(9!

$8$&!%2!%"].!<+6%"%'*664!%&'+,,$'"D!

$8$&!%"].!%"!"+"*664!%&'+,,$'"!

!!

3]66!,$*9!"#$!<*<$,!*66!"#$!0*4!"#,+(7#!

0%"#+("!."+<<%&7!"+!1*R$!"$*!2+,!.+1$+&$!$6.$!

+,!*&.0$,!"#$!<#+&$!

!!

3!0%66!9,%&R!2,+1!"#$!'*,"+&!)4!"#$!6%7#"!+2!"#$!2,%97$!

V#$&!"#$!9++,)$66!,%&7.D!.+1$+&$!$6.$!0%66!+<$&!%"!

V#$&!3!"(1)6$D!3!0%66!."*&9!(<!)4!14.$62:!!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!
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Peadar OÕDonoghue  

 

Habeas corpus  

 

 

N+,!"#+.$!"#*"!#$69!*!.#+8$6!

&+"!*!.f(*"!<$&D!"#+.$!

0%"#+("!*!"#+(.*&9!9%<6+1*.D!!

0$D!"#*"!',*.#$9!"#$!<*,"4D!

&$8$,!*.R%&7!%2!%"x.!2+,!.*6$D!!

%2!"#$,$!%.!*&!$f(*"%+&D!*!2+,1(6*D!

"#*"!0$!.#+(69!)(4!6%R$!),$*9!

*&9!.$66!!6%R$!)$*("4:!

!

V$!9,%&RD!&$8$,!.6$$<D!!

2+,!"+1+,,+0!0$!1*4!6%8$D!

)("!&+0!%.!9$*"#D!

"#$!9$*"#!+2!<+$",4:!

=#$!'*)*6.!*99!+&64!#*62b",("#.!"+!"#$!6%$.!

6%R$!<+(&9.!+2!26$.#!*&9!264%&7!26*7.D!!

<+'R$"%&7!R%&7x.!.#%66%&7.!%&!,$'+1<$&.$:!

C("!9$*"#!0%66!'6*%1!(.!*66D!

'*61!(.D!f($66!(.D!0,%"$!(.!+(":!

H+D!"#$!,%9$!%.!"#$!>+4:!

=#$%,!,$0*,9.g!I1<"4:!

!
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K arl Parkinson  

 

A melody  

!

!

Z(".%9$!"#$!0%&9].!*!&$8$,!$&9%&7!*,%*D!

*&9!"#$!,*%&!%.!H"+'R#*(.$&%&7!9+0&:!

!!

=0+!#+66$,%&7!0+1$&\!

"#$!1%996$!*7$9!1+"#$,!+2!*!9++1$9!'#%69D!

+"#$,.!9$*9k!5%9.!*&9!+8$,9+.$D!.#$].!<%..$9!*7*%&:!

=#$!4+(&7$,D!#%7#!+&!'+R$D!'*&.!*&9!.",+&7!0$$9:!
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